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I. Thesis Statement
	Gun restriction policies on college campuses leave students and faculty vulnerable to acts of mass violence. Allowing individuals to conceal carry deters violence and assist in stopping potential mass casualty situations
 II. Literature Review 
a. As Gerard, Whitfield, Porter, and Browne have said before in their 2016 study, there is no consensus on what constitutes a school shooting. Most studies create their own definition of what makes school shooting to best fit their study (Gerard, Whitfield, Porter, & Browne, 2016). Some researchers differentiate school rampage shooters from street shooters and gang violence in schools (Bushman et al., 2016). Paradice (2017) agrees that there is no consistent definition of a mass shooting. Consequently, researchers create their own criteria for what defines a school shooting for their study. 
b. The final group of school shooters theorized by Warnick et al. (2015) are the school shooters who want to express themselves. These students may be rejected by cliques and peer groups and may feel meaningless or invisible. Many of these school shooters see their actions as a manifesto, or a final statement to the other students who rejected them. These school shooters want others to know who they really are, by refuting claims of being weak so as to reassure their own masculinity. Shuffleton (2015a) supports this theory by claiming that boys need their "man Duplechain and Morris (2014) agree with Shuffleton (2015a) in that school shooters card" confirmed by their peers. Furthermore, she contends that male honor is inherently tied with killing. However, she believes that this reassuring of manliness is a fundamental flaw with peer groups in school and that it can lead students feeling persecuted, and thus may retaliate violently against the groups that denied their "man card" (Shuffelton, 2015)  
c. Leuschner et al. (2017) found that identifying students who were experiencing warning behaviors for potential school violence could lead to differentiating between "high-risk" and "low-risk" students. The program implemented by this study could help educators look for warning signs for potentially dangerous students and have psychological interventions before their thoughts turned into fantasies, which can lead to action. Another case study that implemented the US Secret Service and the Department of Education's threat assessment for troubled students found that mistakes in the implementation of these guidelines may have lead to a troubled student slipping through the cracks and murdering a fellow student, despite apparent warning signs (Goodrum, Thompson, Ward, & Woodward, 2018). These researchers suggest that if the threat assessment guidelines were set into place correctly, then the shooter may have been able to be helped sooner. 
d. Goodrum et al. (2018) suggest that future studies should examine the perception of the students and the teachers of threat assessment training. Leuschner et al. (2017) propose more studies on the limitations of threat assessment guidelines. Gerard et al. (2016) recommend that future research on school shooters, who do not commit suicide, by interviewing them and their families so as to understand their personal situation. 



III. The vulnerabilities of campuses are largely unavoidable, as they are virtually impossible to safeguard with enough resources, technology, and flow of people through them.
a. College and university campuses are accessible to the public, as most are open and spread out over large areas. Campus security and state level agencies have a longer response time due to resources being utilized in other 	law enforcement capacities. Confusion can also occur with state level agencies responding with other law enforcement already on scene (Police Executive Research Forum, 2014).
b. Implementing restricted access, locked buildings, and metal detectors on a college campus are deterrents being employed to make campuses safer, but even as school shootings are rare, the data as to the effectiveness of these actions is affected by limited research (Rocque, 2011). Majority of shooters have been students, faculty and staff that already had access to school grounds (Jonson, 2017). Budget restrictions limit the amount of resource officers and technology that can be implemented on campuses as well (Rasmussen, C., & Johnson, G., 2008). Threat assessment is also being utilized as a tool to identify potential violent offenders but does have limitations of non-reporting and communication through different agencies (Modzeleski, W., & Randazzo, M. R., 2018). 
c. Gun control in Texas is a big issue because there are some people who oppose it and some people who believe guns should be controlled. People who are in favor of the gun control think that it is important because there have been many crimes related to guns. People against gun control argue that carrying guns is a constitutional right. Guns are dangerous and it is important to make sure that people who buy guns have a clean background and are not mentally challenged. Recently, Texas has passed two laws that allows excessive freedom of use of weapons. These two laws are laws that allow open carry and a law that allows concealed weapons in colleges. There is no need to have open carry or to take guns to school. 
d. 	Texas recently approved a new law allowing open carry of guns. The meaning of this law is that people are allowed to carry their guns visibly. There is a lot of opposition to this new law because people do not think that it is necessary, and could cause more troubles 
e. The people who are against this law, feel uncomfortable because they do not feel safe in a public place knowing that the person next to them has a weapon. There is no way to know if that person is responsible with weapons and are aware of the dangers of weapons. There is no need to have a visible weapon and it can be even dangerous. 
f. The Second Amendment of the Constitution allows people to carry guns but it does not say anything about not regulating it. The issue with this open carry law can be that it can cause more problems. For example, if someone is in an armed robbery, and the thief realizes that someone has a gun; he can open fire easily than in the case where he does not know that the other person has a gun. This kind of problems can be avoided if people carry their guns concealed.
g. 	The laws to carry guns in schools were passed as a reaction towards the several shootings that have happened in colleges throughout the country to try to increase security for students. 
h. [bookmark: _GoBack]	Texas should have more gun controls. The Texas Legislature has been passing laws that are making the possession of guns easier for people. The legislation allowing open carry and the one that allows guns in colleges are examples of these laws. It is important to realize that regulating guns is important because it can present a danger for many people. School professors, as well as students, do not feel safe knowing that there are some students in school with conceal guns. Also the fact that people can carry their guns openly can be problematic and completely unnecessary. Texas should have more restrictions for guns and the Texas Legislature should make laws that ensure that the people who are carrying weapons have clean backgrounds and are responsible with the guns. People have to be aware of the damage that a gun can do and be aware that schools are not a place to be carrying guns. Angry students can harm professors or other students if they are mad about an evaluation. Having a gun can cause a misfortune that can be avoided if guns are restricted in schools. It is important that the professors feel safe to be able to do their job comfortably without feeling threatened by the students. Having guns is a constitutional right of every American, but since guns can cause death, it is important to control them. The Texas Legislature has to realize that the people who have guns must be responsible and that guns are not an accessory to be showing. It is important to be responsible around guns. 
i. 	
III. Response time, inter-agency coordination, and engaging give the suspect ample time to carry out their attack when uncontested.
j. Steven Phillip Kazmierczak, a former graduate student at Northern Illinois University, entered the Cole Hall Auditorium on February 14, 2008, and began shooting into the 120 students that were in attendance. Wielding a sawed-off 12-gauge shotgun and three pistols, Kzmierczak killed 5 students and wounded twenty-one others in less than six to and half minutes before officers could clear the scene (Northern Illinois University, 2014). He killed himself once officers arrived, becoming the sixth fatality that day.
IV. State legislation and campus policy differ from state to state, with some allowance of campuses to prohibit, restrict, or allow the carry of concealed weapons.
a. As all states recognize conceal carry as a right, each state has different laws pertaining to conceal carry on college and university campuses. As of 2018, sixteen states ban carrying a concealed weapon on campus. Twenty-three states allow campus policy to dictate whether concealed carry is allowed or prohibited on school grounds. Legislation is presently being considered in the state and federal levels since the Virginia Tech massacre, considering the available measures to who and where concealed carry should be permitted. (National Conference of State Legislatures, 2018)
b. When the Virginia Tech shooting occurred on April 16, 2007, Virginia’s 			    legislation allowed concealed carry on campuses, decided by school policy. Virginia Tech did not allow weapons on school grounds at that time and has not reversed their decision since the massacre (Virginia Tech Police Department, 2019). In 2013, Illinois passed the Illinois Concealed Carry Act (430 ILCS 66), which prohibits the firearms on campuses, five years after the shooting at Northern Illinois University (Illinois General Assembly, 2013). A few schools did react proactively after the Virginia Tech shooting, with Liberty University being one of first vocal supporters of concealed carry. Liberty University updated their policy again in 2016, adding that concealed carry not be limited to outside residence halls (Liberty, 2019).
V. The outcry for gun restriction and gun free zones comes from the split gun culture in America, the media’s portrayal of firearms and mass shootings and the lack of understanding of violence and the misconception of firearms. 
a. There are two competing cultures in the United States about guns: a gun culture and an anti-gun culture (Bartula & Bowen, 2015). Media personnel have direct and/or indirect contact with the participants of the events about what they report, and therefore serve the useful role of conveying information to audiences (Muschert 2012). This in part leads to the debates on whether students and faculty should be allowed to conceal carry on campus grounds, and the need for more gun restrictions. Groups such as Students for Concealed Carry on Campus defy the biases held by the public and media by defending the right to carry on campus in order to interve or prevent another shooting.
b. As studies and statistics have shown, gun-free and gun restricted zones have little effect on lowering criminal activity and school shootings (Gius, 2018). School shootings often lead to the proposal of more gun control laws instead of looking into the context of why the shootings occurred. Opposing attitudes also reflect that since a firearm was associated with the shooting, all firearms should be prohibited. 
VI. The Biblical Christian worldview expects Christians to protect each other while living the values, morals, and scriptures He teaches.
a. Christians must avoid violence except under extreme circumstances when there are no other options. “Rescue the weak and the needy; deliver them from the hand of evil (Psalm 82:4, NIV). A Christian’s moral duty and faith command him to follow Scripture, as God has commanded this.
b. As the Sixth Commandment states “Though Shall Not Kill”, the Bible contains many Scriptures containing violence, defense, and guidance. Jesus’ disciples were armed with swords as a way of self-defense, as evil is undeniable and unavoidable. But if a man schemes and kills another man deliberately, take him away from my altar and put him to death (Exodus 21:14, NIV). The Biblical Christian Worldview does not condone violence towards others premeditated but does allow the protection of self and others when necessary.
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